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ForewoRrD

The Matlonal Curricalem Framework (NCF) 20056, recommerids Wial
chitldren’s e &l school must be lnked to thetr Ule oulstde the school

This principle marks a departure [rom (he legacy of bookish learntng
which continues to shape our system and causes a gap between (he
schiool, home and commuriily. The syllabt and textbooks developed ot
the basis of NCF signify an attempl lo implement Uils basle 1dea. They
dlso allempl Lo discourage role learning and the malntenance of sharp
boundaries between dilferent subject areas. We hope thicse measures
will take us signlficanily further fn the direction of & chilld-centred system
of educalion oullined (n the Nattonal Polley ot Educaton | 1986),

The success of thts effort depends on (he steps thil school principals
and teachers will take o encourage children (o reflect on thetr swn
learnmg and Lo pursue maginauve activitles and questions. We must
recogntse thal. given space, Ume dand freedom, children generale new
knowlerdge by engaging with the information passed on (o them by adults.
Treating the prescribed texibook #s the sofe basis of examination s one
of the key reasons why other resources and sites of tearning are lenored.
Inculeating creativity and intiiative s possible if we percetve and treat
chtidren as participants in leamming, not as recetvers of a fixed body of
knowiedse.

These dms mply conslderable change n sthool routines and mode
of fnctioning. Flexibility In the datly time-table Is as necessary as vigour
I tmplementing the annual calendar so (hat e required sumber of
teaching days-are actually devoled to teachtng. The methods ased [or
teachtng ard evaluatton will also determine how ellecttve Lhis Lextbook
proves [or making children’s ile al school a happy expertence. rathier
tlian a source of siress or boredom. Syllabus destgniers lave tried Lo
address the problem of curricular burden by restructuring -and
reorientng knowledee ai different slages with greater constdersdlor [or
clitld psychology and the Wme avatlable for leaching. The texibook
dilempts Lo enhance this endeavour by gtving higher priority and space
to opportuniles (Gr contemnplation and wondering, discusslon 1n stnall
groups. and activittes requiring hands-on experience.
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The Nattonal Connctl of Ediicational Research and Tradning (NCERT)
appreciates the hard waork done by Lhe lexthook development commitlee
responsible [or this book. We wish o thank the Chatrperson of the
advisory group in Soctial Sclences, Professor Harl Vasudevan and the
Chief Advisor for this book, Professar Yogendra Singh {or gulding the
wuork of this commitiee. Several teachers contributed o the developmeni
of this lextbook: we are graleful 1o their principals [or making this
possible, We are indebted Lo (he lnstituttons and organisations which
have generousty pernilied us 10 drw upon Ltheir resources, malertal
and personnel. We are especially grateful Lo the members of the Nattonal
Meonttoring Commiliee, appoinied by the Department of Secondary and
Higher Education, Mintstry of Human Resouroe Development under the
Chatrpemsonship of Professor Mrinal Min and Professor GLP. Deshpande,
for their valuable Ume and contribution. As an organisalion comnitied
to sysiemie reform and conlinuous improvement in the quality of ils
products, NCERT welcomes comnmenis and suggestions which will enable
us {o undertake further revision and refinement.

Direeior
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A Note 10 THE TEACHERS AND STUDENTS

This book Isah mlmductory twiiation o soclology. 1L s nol meant Lo be &
comprehensive and exbaustivie account of the disetpltse. Distead 1L seeks
Lo give a sense of what sociology does amd how it helps us understand both
sopiety and our own Uves better. The book hopes (o amiltarise studonis
with the sociological perspective, Iis concopts and tools of research £ secks
in show how soclology as a discipline engages with the fact that each of us.
as mimbers of soolrty have commmonsensical ideas and inderstandings
about soctety. How is sociology as a body of knowledge distngatshable rom
e body of common sense knowledge thit necessartly exists in soclely? Is
il distinguishable by s method and approach? Is 1 differenl becantse 1|
continuously nsks crilleal questions, because L accepts nothing as faken
for graxited?

We coutld keep adding many more such quesilons. For soclology Is a
subject that ratns us 1o guestion and vnderstand why and how soctety
Janctions (he way it does. And honee there is a need (o be clear about the
lerms and concepls that soctology uses, for they s necessary tools n our
socilomieal understanding. .

Aparl rom the eritleal perspective thal soclology endatls, 1L 1S also marked
by diverse and contending spprogches. This plurality 1s 1ls strength. The
dilferent views within soctology abioul soetety can be fratiully understond
as debiles. Debates often help us understand a phenomenn better.

Lii keepliyg with' the questonmg and plural spliiil of sociology, e bodk
conltnuously engages with the reader (o think and reflect, o relale what Is
happening Lo sociely and wus as mdividuals. The activities boilt mio the
texl are therelore an mivinsic part of (e book. The text amd activilies
constifute an integrative whole. One cannot be done without the other, For
the objective here ts ool just (o provide ready made information abonut soclety
bt o understand soctety,

Soclety tsell 1s plural, diverse smd unegqual. The book seeks 1o caplure
s complextly tn each of the chapters, Bath examples and activitles seek
to bring g . The activittes are therefore, sssentil part of the lext. Yol
Itke all hotlks, this bsjust a beginning, Avd much of Hue most esciting heaming
process will Bke place In the dassroom. Studenls and teschers will perliaps
Lhink of far belter ways, activilles and examiples and suggest how [extbooks
can be bettered.
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THE CONSTITUTION OF
INDIA

PREAMBLE

WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, hLaving |

solemnly resolved 1o constitute India into a
'[SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST SECULAR
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC] and fo secure
to allifs citizens :
JUSTICE, social,
political;
LIBERTY of thought. expression. belief.
faith and worsliip;
EQUALITY of status and ol opportunity
and 1o promote among thein all;
FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of
the individual and the “lunity and
integrity of thie Nation|;

ecconomic and

IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY |

this twenty-sixth day of November, 1949 do
HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE TO
OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION.
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